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fio58) 
linrsroiRe naturslledes animaUic 

P L ANTES E r MINE R 4UX, qtti fntrem dttn$ 
U Comfofition deUT HBRI A ^ E D" ANDKOMA- 
C 0USi fat M. C haras In 12, A P»ns. 

AS there are above 60 forts of different droggs, wliich are ingredi- 
ents of this no left difficult than famofls and ufefuU Medicine,which 
was invented by ^Wrowrfc W,Phyfitian to Nero-^<ind asthofe drugs are 
fubfed to be fopbifticated,and require different preparations,fo there are 
few men, that are fufficiently skill'd to chiife aright all thofe ingredients, 
or dextrous and patient enough to prepare them well. The Author of 
this Book treats of this celebrated medicament, and not only tea cheth 
the way of compofing it, but incerfperfeth many not in confiderable re- 
markes touching the nature and vertues of all the Druggs , which com- 
pofe it. 

He iis of opinion , that commonly there are committed many faults in 
preparing the Ingredients , of which the Theriack is made up. E. g. 
When the Vipers are prepared , thecuftomis to whip them; thereby 
to make all the venom go to the head, which is cut off when they arc 
fufficiently enraged. They alfoboile the flcfli,thereby to draw forth what 
venemoufnefs may yet reft therein,and their bones are caft away as ufe- 
lefs. Whereashefaith.that it being by Experience evident, thatall the 
venom of the Viper is in his Teeth and Jaws, that whipping is not only 
to no purpofe, but aifo dangerous, in regard that the Spirits being cha- 
fed and irritated may beget venom in the body, where was none. He af- 
fertsalfo, that the water, in which the viper-flefh is boyled , carryesa- 
way all the vertue; and that the bones that are thrown away are no lefs 
ufeful , thin the flefh itfclf. 

He takes further notice, that 0;i;«»» hath not thofe ill qualities, which many af- 
cribe to it, who teach, that it fuffjcateth the natural hcat,and that thete need no more 
than j.graincstodifpatch the luftieft man; whereas he airtires.that himfelf hath taken 
6 grainefofit without ftaving been mote ftupifycd by it , thanheufcdto bcj and that 
inftead of being debilitated , he hath found himfelf ftrengthncd by it. He adifs, that he 
Jinowsamanof aconrtitution delicate enough, who harh tai;en ofitto ^o. grainJ, aitd 
yet not found any trouhlefomc accident upon it 5 on the contrary tl:atthe Patient lia;h 
found himfelf fo well after it, that he continued to take the fame dofe twice or thrice a 
Week. 

Heobfervesalfo, that whereas it hat'i been difpiited , what might caufe the difference 
•f Colour in the White and Black P(;;>;i«r, fome Helieving,tliat Pepper gathered before i: 
Was ripe, looked white, but became black in ripening; others pretending , that as the fame 
Vine-ftocks , which produce white grapes , do not bear black ones , fo they sre different 
plantSjtlat bear Pepper of different colourjour Author alfirms,that this diversity of Colours 
proceeds thence,that the black Pepper is covered by its skin,which the white is bared of &c. 
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